Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 JERUSA 00123 290859Z 

17 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-11 

OMB-01 /069W 

081988 

R 271322Z IAN 76 
FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7667 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JERUSALEM 0123 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, IS, JO 

SUB J : WEST BANK MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

REF: JERUSALEM 90, TEL AVIV 640 

1 . WE HAVE OBTAINED FROM WEST BANK ATTORNEY COPY OF ARABIC 
VERSION OF PORTION OF JORDANIAN LAW OF MUNICIPALITIES OF 
1955 PERTAINING TO CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS. OUR TRANSLATION OF 
PARA 3 OF SECTION 12 READS SUBSTANTIALLY AS SET FORTH TEL 
AVIV 640. 

2. OUR INFORMANT EXPLAINED THAT CONFUSION OVER "MULTIPLE' 1 
VOTING STEMS FROM DIFFERENCES IN INTERPRETATION THAT CAN BE 
GIVEN TO LATTER PART OF THIS PROVISION. HE BELIEVES PRIMARY 
INTENT OF PROVISION WAS TO COVER APARTMENT HOUSES, WHERE NUMBER 
OF TENANTS INDIRECTLY PAID TAX. THROUGH INCLUSION IN RENT, 

BUT ONLY OWNER WAS LISTED AS TAXPAYER. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT 
EVEN UNDER JORDANIAN RULE PROVISION WAS ALSO INTERPRETED TO 
ALLOW OTHERWISE QUIALIFIED VOTERS WHO WERE MEMBERS OF IMMEDIATE 
HOUSEHOLD OF TAXPAYER TO VOTE, ASSUMING TAX PAID WAS SUFFICIENT. 
FOR EXAMPLE, IF HOME-OWNER PAID AT LEAST THREE DINARS TAX AND 
HAD TWO SONS RESIDING WITH HIM WHO WERE AT LEAST 21, SONS 
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WERE QUALIFIED TO VOTE AS WELL AS FATHRER. 
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3. ACCORDING TO OUR INFORMANT, PROVISION WAS NOT 
UNIFORMLY APPLIED IN REGARD TO EMPLOYEES OF BUSINESS. HE KNEW 
OF AT LEAST ONE CASE IN RAMALLAH, HOWEVER, IN WHICH EMPLOYEES 
OF LARGE BUSINESS HAD BEEN PERMITTED TO VOTE ON BASIS OF BUSINESS 
TAX PAID BY OWNER. HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT ISRAELI INTENTIONS WERE 
IN THIS REGARD BUT SEEMED TO FEEL THERE WAS SOME DOUBT THAT THIS 
WAS A PROPER INTERPRETATION OF LAW. 

4. COMMENT. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT ISRALIS HAVE IN FACT AMENDED 
LAW IN ONLY ONE RESPECT, DELETING REQUIREMENT THAT A VOTER BE 
MALE. CONFUSION OVER OTHER ALLEGED CHANGE APPEARS TO HAVE 
ARISEN FROM DIFFERING REPORTS OF HOW MILITARY GOVT WIT, I. 

INTERPRET AND APPLY ABOVE-CITED PROVISION. TO BEST OUR KNOWLEDGE 
THERE HAS SO FAR BEEN NO OFFICIAL STATEMENT FROM ISRAELIS 
CONCERNING THIS POINT.NEWLIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WEST BANK, ELECTION LAW, LOCAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976JERUSA00123 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760033-1117 
From: JERUSALEM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 976/newtext/tl 97601 1 9/aaaaapxs.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 JERUSALEM 90, 76 TEL AVIV 640 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 0 JUN 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <25 JUN 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WEST BANK MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 
TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, IS, JO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



